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BECOME A
VOLUNTEER

GUIDE ARE YOU able to give your time one
morning a week? Open to impacting the
lives of others?

J O I N  O U R  T E A M  A T  T H E  D H G C !  

WE OFFER a guide training programme and ongoing
support from our education team. We will teach you all
there is to know!

Please contact Claudia at
admin@dbnholocaust.co.za or call us on 031 368 6833

INTERESTED?

We are looking for artifacts 
The DHGC is currently in the process of making meaningful changes to the permanent exhibition.

One very important aspect will be a new display of documents, artifacts and books. We are

looking for:
Photographs of Jewish life in Eastern/Western Europe before the war.

Any documents from before or during the war - letters, school reports,

postcards or passports.

Books or artifacts - items of Judaica or any related items.
Due to the sentimentality of these items we would be happy to make copies and return the originals.

If you have anything that may be of value to us, please contact us on 031 368 6833  or email Claudia

at admin@dbnholocaust.co.za. 

Left to right - Roy Hellenberg, Mary Kluk, Rabbi Zekry
and Stephen Smith in the Victor Daitz Resource Centre.  

Stephen Smith is a powerful soul with a fervent commitment to human education. He is a theologian, author,
filmmaker, world-renowned speaker, UNESCO Chair on Genocide Education, and Executive Director of the University
of Southern California (USC) Shoah Foundation, among other accolades.
 
As a trustee of the South African Holocaust and Genocide Foundation, Smith visited South Africa for the 20th
anniversary of the Cape Town Holocaust and Genocide Centre on 5 May. The Durban Holocaust and Genocide
Centre (DHGC) was extremely fortunate to host him for a special 24-hour trip in which he addressed the community.
 
Smith’s public lecture at the DHGC on 7 May focused on new dimensions in the testimonies of Holocaust survivors.
As the number of living survivors dwindles, we must preserve their stories as actively and engagingly as possible,
Smith explained. To achieve this, he and other historiographical innovators are working with the USC Shoah
Foundation – the world’s largest testimony archive – and the USC Institute for Creative Technology – the only lab
that currently can combine 3D imaging with voice-recognition technology to make conversation-based testimony. 
 
 

NEW  DIMENSIONS  IN  TESTIMONY  

A globe of over 100 cameras positioned around
the survivor records their movement in every
direction. This high-fidelity recording can then be
projected as a holograph.
 
“Oral history has changed irreversibly,” Smith
declared. The first holograph (of previous DHGC
guest survivor Pinchas Gutter) has already been
created, interviewed by Smith. With this
technology, audiences can listen to a summary of
a survivor’s experience, then ask questions which
the holograph will be able to answer in real time.
Answers are based on extensive recorded
interviews with the survivors themselves.
 
 

By Lauren Shapiro

Follow Stephen Smith on Facebook
(facebook.com/stephendsmith.org) and Twitter
(@stephenstweets)
 
 


